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panied by a party sent by this Sultan to the Byzantine
Emperor.

The occupant of the throne of Constantine, the
day the Muslim explorer arrived in Byzantium, was
Emperor Andronicus III or the younger. He ascended
the throne in 1328 A.D. Ibn Batuta arrived there
with the party sent by Sultan Mohammed Uzbek
Khan, accompanying his wife Khatun Pylon, the
Emperor's daughter, who had gone to visit her father in
Constantinople* The explorer accompanied her party
and was much honoured. He arrived in Constanti-
nople after a journey by land and sea which lasted
about a month, and entered it with the royal party at
noon on a day of the year 733 A.H. (1333 A.D;)
The explorer describes his entry in these delightful
words : " We entered at noon, or soon after, the great
city of Constantinople, and their bells so pealed that
the earth shook from their sound. When we arrived
at the first gate of the royal palace, we found a
hundred men with their officer in his box and I
heard them say * Saracno Saracno V*1 He describes
his reception by the Emperor as follows : " On the
fourth day the Khatun sent me an Indian youth named
Sunbulwho took me by the hand into the palace. We
passed through four gates, each of which had a roof
under which stood armed men with their officer.
When we reached the fifth gate Sunbul left me and
entered. He then returned accompanied by four young
Greek pages who searched me to see if I had any arms*
The officer told me that that was the custom; they
had to search all those who entered to see the King,
whether nobles or common people, natives or
foreigners. The man who stood at the gate took me
by the hand, opened the door, and four men surround-
ed me, two holding my sleeves and two following me.